October 8, 19o2 


I am giving careful considerat ion to yoir communication 
of September 2Sth § and I am glad that we can continue to use this 
channel as a means of communicating privately and frankly* 

I shall want to comment separately on other aspects of 
your letter t but because of the imminent discussions in the UN 
I want you to have my views promptly on the subject of nuclear 
testing* I believe that we are nearer to agreement on this issue 
than on others # and I believe that we should keep at it to see if 
we cannot promptly reach the understanding which the world wants 
and needs • 


With respect to this topic, I am encouraged by the areas 
in which we are in accord and by your statement that the Soviet 
Union is- prepared to make "new- efforts" in order to conclude an 
early agreement* Certainly it would seem we are agreed in our 
approach to three types of tests •- in the atmosphere, ixi c -';or 
space and. under water* 
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So I continue to think that we are within, striking distance 
o£ a treaty banning nuclear test3 in the atmosphere, in. outer space 
and -udder waters I believe we should try to work out such an 
agreement in time to meet the target day of January 1 # 1963, and 
I think also that in the meanwhile we should be working: intensively 
to make progress as rapidly as possible on the remaining problem 
of testing under ground. 1 believe that our negotiators should 
return to their labors in an intense effort to reach agreement on 
the questions that still divide us, and I hope very much that they 
will be able to make real and rapid progress in, the meetings now 
scheduled to resume on November 12th* 


